2l6   BETWEEN TEARS AND LAUGHTER
very antithesis of the doctrine of power, Laotse arrived at an absolutely identical position with Jesus, not only with regard to "not requiting evil with hatred," but also in the following truly religious perceptions:
The Heaven and Earth join,
And the sweet rain falls, Beyond the command of men,
Yet evenly upon all.
He lives for other people,
And grows richer himself; He gives to other people,
And has greater abundance.
Who receives upon himself the calumny of the world
Is the preserver of the state, Who bears himself the sins of the world
Is the King of the World.
Somehow the laws of the moral universe have been discovered independently in Asia Minor and Asia Major and ultimately agree. And both seem to revel in paradoxes a little too subtle for the goose-stepping modern scientific man.
A hurricane cannot last long, says Laotse; modem civilization is a hurricane. Only by some such dulling of the edges and softening of the corners of man's thinking can the present civilization, faced with growing sharp conflicts, be saved. The "dregs and tumours of virtue" have to be cut out. They are disgusting in the signt of Tao.